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Chapter 1 
Location and Setting 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Lower Coosa River Basin is the southernmost watershed of the Coosa River Basin, 
which begins in Rome, Georgia.  The Coosa River is formed at the confluence of the 
Oostanaula and Etowah Rivers at Rome and flows in a westerly direction for approximately 
30 miles through Georgia and enters Alabama about ten miles northeast of Cedar Bluff in 
Cherokee County.  After entering Alabama, the Coosa River flows in a southwesterly 
direction until it reaches the vicinity of Lay Lake in Coosa County, where it begins to flow to 
the southeast.  The Coosa River wanders through approximately 250 miles within Alabama 
before joining the Tallapoosa River about ten miles north of Montgomery in Elmore County 
to form the Alabama River.1  

A total of 10,266 square miles drain to the Coosa River, of which 5,407 square miles are 
within the State of Alabama.  The Coosa River drains portions of 13 Alabama counties, with 
Talladega County contributing the most land area, at 480,000 acres, and Autauga County 
contributing the least land area, at 8,255 acres.1  Using hydrologic unit codes (HUC) (as 
established by the U.S. Geological Survey and explained in the Watersheds section that 

Figure 1:  A view of the Coosa River from Bibb Graves Bridge in Wetumpka, Alabama. 

 
 

Source:  Alabama Clean Water Partnership 
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follows) the Coosa River Basin is 
subdivided into three smaller 
basins:  the Upper Coosa River 
Basin (HUC 03150105), the 
Middle Coosa River Basin (HUC 
03150106) and the Lower Coosa 
River Basin (HUC 03150107).  
The Upper Coosa River Basin 
encompasses 1,610 square miles in 
Alabama, Georgia and Tennessee; 
the Middle Coosa River Basin 
encompasses 2,580 square miles in 
Alabama; and, the Lower Coosa 
River Basin is 1,910 square miles 
in size, also located entirely in 
Alabama.2 
 
As defined for purposes of this 
study, the Lower Coosa River 
Basin begins just north of 
Childersburg at the confluence of 
the Tallaseehatchee Creek with the 
Coosa River and stretches to the 
confluence of the Coosa and Tallapoosa Rivers just south of Wetumpka.  It drains portions of 
seven counties and all or portions of 14 municipalities.  Counties located within the Lower 
Coosa River Basin include Autauga, Chilton, Clay, Coosa, Elmore, Shelby and Talladega.  
The area of each county that is located within the basin is shown in Figure 3, along with the 
municipalities of each county that are partially are entirely located with the basin boundaries.  
Coosa County contributes the most land area to the Lower Coosa River Basin, at 375,792 
acres, which is 88.12 percent of the total area of the county.  Just over half of Shelby County, 
50.39 percent, and just under half of Chilton County, 46.52 percent, are located within the 
basin.  Autauga County contributes the least land area, at 8,255 acres, which is only 2.13 
percent of the total area of the county.   
 
Figure 3: 

Area By County Located Within The Lower Coosa River  Basin 

County 
Acres of Land 
Within Basin 

% of County 
Within Basin 

% of Total 
Basin Area 

Municipalities 

Autauga 8,255 2.13% 0.66%  
Chilton 208,633 46.52% 16.75% Clanton, Jemison, Thorsby 
Clay 75,600 19.49% 6.06%  
Coosa 375,792 88.12% 30.18% Goodwater, Rockford 
Elmore 135,313 32.17% 10.86% Wetumpka 

Shelby 261,093 50.39% 20.97% 
Calera, Chelsea, 

Columbiana, Harpersville, 
Pelham, Wilsonville 

Talladega 180,909 37.18% 14.52% Childersburg, Sylacauga 
Source:  Alabama Soil and Water Conservation Committee.  Alabama Watershed Assessment. August 2004.  
http://www.swcc.state.al.us/watershedmenu.htm 

 

Figure 2:  The Coosa and Tallapoosa River Basins 

 
Source:  Alabama Water Watch, Citizen Guide to Alabama 
Rivers:  Alabama, Coosa and Tallapoosa, 2002 
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Figure 4: 
 

 
Source:  Alabama Department of Environmental Management.  August 2004. 

 
Lower  Coosa River  Basin  

Study Area 
 

August 2004 



Lower Coosa River Basin Management Plan   Part I:  Basin Characteristics 
      

Of the 14 municipalities located within the Lower Coosa Basin , most are found in the 
northern part of the basin with six municipalities in Shelby County, two in Talladega County 
and one in the north part of Coosa County.  The southern portion is considerably less 
urbanized with only five municipalities.  The smallest town in the basin is Rockford, with a 
population of 428 as of 2000, while the largest city located entirely in the basin area is 
Sylacauga, with a 2000 population of 12,616.  The City of Pelham, with a population of 
14,369, is larger than Sylacauga, however, only the eastern portion of Pelham is located 
within the Lower Coosa River Basin.  Outside of the incorporated areas, the Lower Coosa 
River Basin is generally characterized by rural lands, the majority of which is used as forest 
land.   
 
The mean elevation of the Coosa River within this basin is 595.1 feet above sea level, with 
land elevations ranging from 131.2 feet to 1,878.3 feet above sea level.  There are 1,612.5 
miles of perennial streams and 1,002.9 miles of intermittent streams within the basin.  As of 
January 2003, there were 4,812 miles of roads, 179.2 miles of railroad and 338.3 miles of 
pipes and power lines located within the basin boundaries.3  The transportation system within 
the Lower Coosa Basin is limited, with only four locations to cross the Coosa River: one in 
Wetumpka, two near Clanton and one in Childersburg.  Interstate-65, which is the only 
interstate in the basin area, runs along the western border of the basin.  U.S. Highways 
include U.S. Highway 280, which runs southeast-northwest in the northern part of the basin; 
U.S. Highway 231, which runs north-south through the eastern portion; and a small part of 
U.S. Highway 31, which is located along the southwestern basin boundary.  A significant 
system of state highways is present which includes Alabama Highways 9, 21, 22, 25, 70, 76, 
145, and 148.  The state highway system primarily provides access to the larger incorporated 
cities and towns.  The central portion of the Lower Coosa Basin surrounding the Coosa 
River, particularly in Coosa County, is only accessible by county roads, many of which are 
unpaved. 
 
 
Mobile River  Basin 
The Coosa River basin is one of ten river systems in Alabama that drains to the Mobile River 
and then into the Gulf of Mexico.  The Mobile River Basin is one of the most biologically 
diverse ecosystems in the nation.  The significance of the Lower Coosa River Basin’s 
location within the Mobile River Basin is the Lower Coosa River’s role in contributing to, 
and the protection of, this spectacular ecosystem.  According to the Recovery Plan for Mobile 
River Basin Aquatic Ecosystem, “ the [Mobile] Basin’s endemic (native to a region and found 
nowhere else) fauna includes 40 fishes, 33 mussels, 110 aquatic snails, as well as turtles, 
aquatic insects, and crustaceans.  The fauna and their habitats have been extensively affected 
over the years by impoundment, channelization, mining, dredging, and pollution from point 
(specific) and nonpoint (diffuse) sources.  As a result, at least 17 mussels and 37 aquatic 
snails are presumed extinct, most within the past few decades.”  4  Of the endemic species 
identified, the confines of the Lower Coosa River Basin provides habitat to five species 
covered under the Mobile Basin Recovery Plan and one specie covered under another 
recovery plan.  Endangered species in the Lower Coosa River Basin are discussed in detail in 
Chapter 4. 
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Watersheds 
A watershed is the surrounding land area that drains into water body.  The size of a 
watershed can vary depending on the size of the portion of a water body that is being 
referenced.  The U.S. Geological Survey has developed a system of consistent delineation 
and identification of watersheds throughout the nation which is explained as follows.  The 
United States is divided and subdivided into successively smaller water-resource regions 
(areas).  The regions are arranged within each other, starting from the smallest (water-
resources cataloging units) to the largest (water-resources regions).  All areas have unique 
two-digit numbers to identify them.  The numbers are progressively appended to specify the 
more detailed areas.  In the United States, there are 21 water resource regions (2 digits), 221 
subregions (4 digits), 378 accounting units (6 digits) and 2,236 cataloging units (8 digits).  

Figure 5: 
 

 
   Source:  U.S. Geological Survey, Alabama Office of Water Resources 

Major  River  Subbasins 
Located in the  

Mobile River  Basin 
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The 8-digit cataloging unit for the Lower Coosa River is 03-15-01-07, which is also referred 
to as the hydrologic unit code, or HUC.  The cataloging unit is a geographic area representing 
part or all of a surface drainage basin, a combination of drainage basins, or a distinct 
hydrologic feature.5  
 
Figure 6: 

Hierarchy of Water  Resource Regions – The Hydrologic Unit Code 

 
USGS Unit Number  Code Coosa River  System Descr iption 

Region 03 South Atlantic-Gulf Region 
Subregion 0315 Alabama River Basin 
Accounting Unit 031501 Coosa-Tallapoosa Basin 
Cataloging Unit 03150107 Lower Coosa River Basin 
State Subunits - Watersheds 03150107010 Tallaseehatchee Creek 
Source:  USGS.  Hydrologic Unit Maps. August 2004. http://water.usgs.gov/GIS/huc_name.txt. 

 
In Alabama, each of the 8-digit HUCs has been appended with an additional 3-digit number 
to designate smaller watersheds within the cataloging units resulting in an 11-digit HUC to 
designate the smaller drainage areas around major streams found in the cataloging unit.  
Alabama’s 11-digit HUC map was last updated by USGS in July 1984 and used by the 
Natural Resource and Conservation Service’s (NRCS) Soil and Water Conservation 
Committee (SWCC) to prepare a report titled State of Alabama Hydrologic Unit Map With 
Drainage Area By Counties and Subwatersheds in January 1995.  The 11-digit HUC system 
is currently undergoing revision to a 12-digit HUC system to designate even smaller 
watersheds.  The 12-digit HUC, however, is not expected to be utilized until early 2005.  
Therefore, all HUC references in this plan are made on the 8-digit or 11-digit HUC system.   
 
Using the 11-digit HUC, there are 20 watersheds found in the Lower Coosa River Basin.  
Figure 7 lists the watersheds by number and name and provides the area of each.  The 
location of each watershed is shown on Figure 8.  For detailed information on each of the 
watersheds refer to the Atlas of Lower Coosa Watersheds.  Walthall Branch is the smallest 
watershed, at 8,611 acres, comprising only 0.7 percent of the total basin area.  The largest 
watershed is Tallaseehatchee Creek which is 128,147 acres in size and encompasses 10.29 
percent of the Lower Coosa River Basin.   
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Figure 7: 
 

Watersheds of the Lower Coosa River  Basin 

11-Digit HUC Watershed Name Area in Acres % of Basin 

03150107010 Tallaseehatchee Creek 128,147 10.29% 

03150107020 Walthall Branch 8,611 .69% 

03150107030 Yellowleaf Creek 118,484 9.51% 

03150107040 Kahatchee Creek 15,836 1.27% 

03150107050 Beeswax Creek 36,371 2.92% 

03150107060 Cedar Creek 41,594 3.34% 

03150107070 Peckerwood Creek 53,130 4.27% 

03150107080 Spring Creek 14,511 1.16% 

03150107090 Buxahatchee Creek 44,551 3.58% 

03150107100 Waxahatchee Creek 87,372 7.01% 

03150107110 Upper Hatchet Creek 96,450 7.74% 

03150107120 Socapatoy Creek 48,708 3.91% 

03150107130 Middle Hatchet Creek 84,188 6.76% 

03150107140 Weogufka Creek 78,757 6.32% 

03150107150 Lower Hatchet Creek 38,844 3.12% 

03150107160 Walnut Creek 112,675 9.05% 

03150107170 Chestnut Creek 80,961 6.50% 

03150107180 Weoka Creek 121,204 9.73% 

03150107190 Pigeon Roost Creek 11,288 .91% 

03150107200 Taylor Creek 28,913 2.32% 

Source:  Alabama Soil and Water Conservation Committee.  Alabama Watershed Assessment. August 
2004.   http://www.swcc.state.al.us/watershedmenu.htm 
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Figure 8: 

 
Source:  Alabama Department of Environmental Management.  August 2004. 

Lower Coosa River  Basin 
11-Digit Hydrologic Unit Code 

Watersheds 
 

August 2004 
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Climate 
The Lower Coosa River Basin has a temperate to subtropical climate characterized by mild 
and humid conditions.  The area has four distinct seasons with long, warm summers and 
short, mild winters.  The land-surface altitude and distance from the Gulf of Mexico are 
major factors influencing climate in the basin.  In the summer months, the Gulf of Mexico 
produces warm, humid air masses that move inland and provide precipitation in the form of 
thunderstorms.  Arctic fronts that move south from the mid-western part of the United States 
contribute most of the precipitation in the winter months.6 
 
Precipitation in the Mobile River Basin is mainly rainfall with amounts reasonably 
distributed throughout the year.  A distinct dry period usually occurs during midsummer to 
late fall, but the pattern may be disrupted by tropical depressions, storms and hurricanes, 
which enter the Gulf of Mexico and move inland in the late summer and early fall.  These 
storms may produce an overabundance of rainfall and flooding.  Snowfall accumulation is 
rare, with annual averages generally less than an inch.6  
 
Coldest months in the Lower Coosa River Basin are generally December, January and 
February with average temperatures ranging from 41.5o F to 45.7 o F in the northern part of 
the basin to 46.1o F to 49.8o F in the southern part of the basin.  Warmest temperatures occur 
in June, July and August, with July being the hottest month.  The average temperature in July 
is 79.8o F in the northern part of the basin and 81.3o F in the southern part of the basin. 
 
Figure 9: 

Lower Coosa River  Basin Monthly Mean Temperatures 
1961 to 1990 

Source: Climate Diagnostics Center, NOAA.  August, 2004.  www.cdc.noaa.gov/cgi-bin/USclimate/ 
 
The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s (NOAA) Climate Diagnostics 
Center provides climatological data for three weather stations in the vicinity of the Lower 
Coosa River Basin:  one in Anniston, northeast of the basin; one in Birmingham, northwest 
of the basin; and, one in Montgomery, south of the basin.  Climatological data, based on a 
30-year period from 1961 to 1990, was obtained from these three stations to provide an 
overview of area weather, with the Anniston and Birmingham stations being representative 
of the northern portion of the basin and the Montgomery station being representative of the 
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southern part.  There is only slight fluctuation in temperature between the north and south 
ranges.  As shown in Figure 9, the mean monthly maximum temperature in January is 
between 51.7o F and 56.1o F and between 89.9o F and 91.3o F in July.  Mean monthly 
minimum temperatures range between 31.5o F and 35.3o F in January and 69.7o F and 71.5o 

F in July. 
 
Morning humidity is generally high throughout the year ranging from about 80 percent in 
January and February to 90 percent in July, August and September.  Afternoon humidity is 
lower, ranging from about 55 percent in the colder months to about 63 percent during the 
summer.  The area climate does 
not have a dry season and severe 
drought is rare.  The annual 
average chance of precipitation is 
28.7 percent in Anniston, 31.7 
percent in Birmingham, and 29.1 
percent in Montgomery.  The 
annual average wind speed is 6.4 
miles per hour and the annual 
average percent of available sun 
is 58.25 percent.  The mean 
annual precipitation ranges from 
52.6 inches in Anniston to 54.6 
in Birmingham.  Mean annual 
snowfall is lowest in 
Montgomery, at 0.4 inches, and 
is 1.2 inches in Anniston and 1.4 
inches in Birmingham.7 
 
 
Drought 
Although there are a variety of definitions, drought is best defined as “a condition of 
moisture deficit sufficient to have an adverse effect on vegetation, animals, and man over a 
sizeable area.”8  In the most general sense, drought originates from a deficiency of 
precipitation over an extended period of time, resulting in a water shortage for some activity, 
group, or environmental sector.  Although drought occurs over an extended period of time, it 
is still a temporary aberration.  Drought differs from aridity, which is restricted to low 
rainfall regions and is a permanent feature of the climate in those locations.  Drought should 
not be viewed as merely a physical phenomenon or natural event.  Its impacts on society 
result from the interplay between a natural event (less precipitation than expected resulting 
from natural climatic variability) and the demand people place on water supply.  Three 
operational definitions of drought are: 
 
 Meteorological drought:  

A period of abnormally dry weather sufficiently prolonged for the lack of water to 
cause serious hydrologic imbalance in the affected area. 
 

Figure 10: 
Lower Coosa River  Basin  

Monthly Mean Precipitation 
1961 to 1990 
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Agricultural drought:  
A climatic occurrence involving a shortage of precipitation sufficient to adversely 
affect crop production or range production. 
 
Hydrologic drought:  
A period of below average water content in streams, reservoirs, ground-water 
aquifers, lakes and soils.8 

 
The Lower Coosa River Basin lies within three climatic divisions of the State.  Division 3 
includes Autauga and Chilton Counties.  Division 4 includes Shelby and Talladega Counties.  
And, Division 5 includes Clay, Coosa and Elmore Counties.  Historical drought conditions 
were collected for all three divisions using graphs of the Palmer Hydrological Drought Index.  
On the Palmer Index, a factor of 0 is normal, a factor of 4.0 or more is extremely wet, and a 
factor of -4.0 or less is extreme drought.  Figures 11, 12, and 13 show the historical Palmer 
Hydrological Index for all three climatic divisions of the Lower Coosa River Basin from 
1895 to 2003.  The Index indicates a trend for decreasing hydrologic drought over the 108 
year time frame, with hydrologic droughts becoming noticeably less frequent and less severe 
since the late 1950s.  Prior to 1950, hydrologic drought was very frequent and often lasted 
two or more years.  Between 1983 and 2003, severe hydrologic drought was reported in four 
years in one or all three of the climatic divisions, in 1986 through 1990 and again in 2000.  
Moderate hydrologic drought was reported in 1992 in Division 3, in 1990-91, 1993-94 and 
1998-99 in Division 4, and in 1993-1995, 1998-99, and in 2002 in Division 5.9 
 
Figure 11: 

 
        Source:  National Climatic Data Center, CLIMVIS 
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Figure 12: 

 
        Source:  National Climatic Data Center, CLIMVIS 
 
Figure 13: 

 
        Source:  National Climatic Data Center, CLIMVIS 
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Lakes and Dams 
Seven Alabama Power Company dams form continuous impoundments over nearly the entire 
length of the Coosa River located in Alabama, with each dam discharging into the upper end 
of the next downstream impoundment.  Four of these dams are located in the Lower Coosa 
River Basin:  Lay, Mitchell, Jordan, and Bouldin.  The upper three dams located north  of the 
Lower Coosa River Basin (Weiss, H. Neely Henry, and Logan Martin) operate as 
hydropower peaking facilities, with releases occurring several hours each weekday and with 
minimal releases on the weekends to maintain minimum flow.  The lower four dams (inside 
the Lower Coosa River Basin) operate generally as run-of-river projects for hydropower 
production and to maintain stable flows from Jordan Dam over the weekends when the 
upstream peaking facilities do not operate.  Because the reservoirs provide continuous 
inundation from one dam to the next, the effects of the peaking operation are tempered and 
attenuated.10  
  
Construction on Lay Dam, which straddles the 
Chilton-Coosa County line just south of Shelby 
County, began in 1910.  It was the first of the dams 
constructed on the Coosa River and the northernmost 
dam in the series of dams in the Lower Coosa River 
Basin.  Originally known as Lock 12 Dam, it was 
renamed in 1929 in recognition of Captain William 
Patrick Lay who was the company’s first president.  
The dam went into service in1914.  It was later 
redeveloped in 1967 as part of an Alabama Company 
project that included construction of the three dams 
to the north, H. Neely Henry, Weiss and Logan 
Martin, and Bouldin Dam to the south.  Lay Dam, a 
gravity concrete type, is 2,260 feet in length and has a maximum height of 129.6 feet.  The 
dam includes six generators, each rating 29,500 kilowatts for a total generating capacity of 
177,000 kilowatts.  Lay Lake is approximately 12,000 acres in size with an elevation of 396 
feet above sea level.  The lake is 48.2 miles in length with a shore line of 289 miles and a 
maximum depth of 88 feet at the dam.       
         
Mitchell Dam, which also straddles the Chilton-
Coosa  County line, is located near Verbena at what 
was once known as Duncan’s Riffle.  It was 
Alabama Power Company’s second dam on the 
Coosa River with construction of units one through 
three beginning in 1921.  One unit was added in 
1948, and in 1977, three more units were added.  In 
1985 a new powerhouse was constructed at the dam 
and the first three generating units were taken out of 
service.  Mitchell Dam was named for James 
Mitchell, the company’s president from 1912 to 
1920.  Mitchell Dam is also a gravity concrete type dam that is 1,277 feet long with a 
maximum height of 106 feet.  Of the four generators now in service at the dam, one rates 

Figure 14:  Lay Dam and Lake 

 
Source:  Alabama Power Company 

Figure 15:  Mitchell Dam 

 
Source:  Alabama Power Company 
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20,000 kilowatts and the other three rate 50,000 
kilowatts each, for a total generating capacity of 
170,000 kilowatts.  Lake Mitchell is the smallest of 
the three reservoirs in the Lower Coosa River Basin 
at 5,850 acres.  It is 312 feet above sea level, 14 
miles long and has 147 miles of shoreline with a 
maximum depth at the dam of 90 feet.  Mitchell Dam 
also includes a fishing facility, located below the 
dam, which is open to the public all year with other 
facilities that include parking, restrooms, picnic 
tables and an overlook. 
 
Construction on Jordan Dam began in 1926 and it 
went into service on December 31, 1928.  At the time 
of its construction, it was the largest power project 
built by private funds in the south.  Its name is the 
maiden name of the mother of two brothers, Reuben 
and Sidney Mitchell,  who played a major role in the 
early development of the Alabama Power Company.  
Jordan Dam is located about 14 miles north of 
Wetumpka at the beginning of what was once known 
as “Devils Staircase.”   This was the wildest part of 
the Coosa River, with the 14-mile stretch cascading 
over and around falls creating a roar of water that 
could be heard a mile from the river.  The City of 
Wetumpka also takes its name from this area, as 
Wetumpka is an Indian word meaning “ rumbling 
waters.”   A gravity concrete type dam, Jordan Dam is 
252 feet in length and has a maximum depth of 110 
feet.  The dam has a total generating capacity of 
100,000 kilowatts with four generators rating 25,000 
kilowatts each.   
 
The last of Alabama Power Company’s dams on the 
Coosa  River to be constructed was Walter Bouldin 
Dam, which was built on a canal connected to Lake 
Jordan 40 years after Jordan Dam was complete.  
Construction began on Bouldin Dam in 1963 and it 
went into service on July 27, 1967.  It has the largest 
generating capacity of any of the company’s 14 
hydro facilities.  Each of the three generators at 
Bouldin Dam rates 75,000 kilowatts for a total 
generating capacity of  25,000 kilowatts.  Bouldin 
Dam is gravity concrete and earth fill type dam.  The 
length of the earth dikes are 10,950 feet and the 
length of the concrete is 228 feet.  The maximum 

Figure 16:  Mitchell Dam and Lake 

 
Source:  Alabama Power Company 
 
Figure 17:  Jordan Dam 

 
Source:  Alabama Power Company 
 
Figure 18:  Bouldin Dam 

 
 

 
Source:  Alabama Power Company 
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height is 120 feet.  The length of the forbay reservoir is three miles. Lake Jordan is the 
reservoir for both Jordan and Bouldin Dams.  It is 6,800 acres in size, 18.4 miles long and 
has 118 miles of shoreline.  Maximum depth at Jordan Dam is 110 feet and at Bouldin Dam 
is 52 feet.  Lake Jordan has an elevation of 252 feet above sea level.11  Besides Alabama 
Power Company’s hydro power dams located on the main stem of the Coosa River, there are 
approximately 84 other dams located within the basin on the streams and creeks that are 
tributaries to the Lower Coosa.  These are primarily private dams for personal use on private 
property. 
 
 
Significant and Histor ical Features 
According to the Geographic Names Information System (GNIS), developed by the USGS in 
cooperation with the U.S. Board on Geographic Names (BGN), there are 2,203 named places 
in the Lower Coosa River Basin.  The GNIS is our nation©s official repository of domestic 
geographic names information.  Figure 19 lists the type and number of each feature that is 
included in the GNIS database, and includes the number of those features that are historical 
features.  Due to the sheer volume of named places in the basin, each of these will not be 
itemized in this plan.  Instead, only significant, or major, physical, geographical and 
historical features will be described, beginning at the north end of the basin and working 
south.  Following the description of the basin’s significant features is a list of sites included 
on Alabama’s Register of Landmarks and Heritage and the National Register of Historic 
Places.  The lists of named places and historic sites are included as a reference to what sort of 
resources are located within the basin as a basis for making land use and water quality 
mitigation recommendations.  The intent is to provide a balanced plan that ensures water 
quality while working within the parameters of what is already in place. 
 
Figure 19: 

Named Places Within the Lower Coosa River  Basin 

Type Total 
Number 

Number 
Historic Type Total 

Number 
Number 
Historic 

Airports 7  Lake 10  
Bar 7 3 Locales 166  
Basin 1  Mine 29  
Bend 7  Park 13  
Building 13  Post Office 26 10 
Canal 1  Range 1  
Cemetery 263  Reservoirs 100  
Churches 386  Ridge 13  
Civil Division 23  Schools 121 43 
Cliffs 2  Spring 13  
Crossing 21  Stream 292  
Dam 91  Summit 39  
Falls 3  Swamp 2  
Forest 1  Tower 15  
Gap 19  Valley 3  
Hospital 7 3    
Island 15 4    
Source:  Montana State University Environmental Statistics Group, Geographical Locator, GNIS, 
Last Updated May 31, 2002, www.esg.montana.edu 
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Figure 20: 

Sites in the Lower Coosa River  Basin 
L isted On The  Alabama Register  of Landmarks and Her itage 

Site County 
Date 

Constructed 
Date 

Listed 
Confederate Memorial Cemetery, Mountain Creek Chilton 1903-1933 1976 
Lay Dam, Coosa River, near Clanton Chilton 1910-1914 1976 
Matthews-Reynolds Home, Clanton Chilton 1908-09 1975 
Mims Ferry, Coosa River Chilton-Coosa 1895; 1957 1975 
Tomlinson House, Jemison Chilton 1893 1986 
Midway School, Hollins Clay 1917 1996 
Carmichael Place, Goodwater Clay 1887 1994 
Old Rockford Elementary School, Rockford Coosa 1927 1999 
James Powell House, Rockford Coosa  1996 
Rockford Women’s Club House, Rockford Coosa 1932 1996 
Weogufka State Park Coosa   
Florence Bateman House, Wetumpka Elmore 1842 1977 
Francis Beaulieu House Elmore 1816 1977 
Bibb-Graves Bridge, Wetumpka Elmore 1931 1977 
Busch Log Cabin, Wetumpka Elmore 1935 1991 
Crommelin’s Landing, Wetumpka Elmore 1820 1977 
Edward Rock Dogtrot House, Wetumpka Elmore 1830 1977 
Elmore County Courthouse, Wetumpka Elmore 1931 1977 
Elmore County Training School, Wetumpka Elmore 1924 2002 
First Baptist Church, Wetumpka Elmore 1846 1977 
Gantt Dogtrot House, Titus Elmore  1977 
Hagerty-Turner-Yung House, Wetumpka Elmore 1840-1860 1999 
Crommelin House, Wetumpka Elmore 1905 1977 
John Howle House, Wetumpka Elmore 1904-1905 1986 
Jasmine Hill Gardens, Wetumpka Elmore 1820 1977 
Jordan Dam, Wetumpka Elmore 1927 1976 
McCowen House, Wetumpka Elmore 1904-1905 1977 
Museum of Music, Wetumpka Elmore  1977 
Old Calaboose, Wetumpka Elmore 1840 1976 
Old Wetumpka Post Office, Wetumpka Elmore 1937 1999 
Swayback Bridge, Wetumpka Elmore 1931 1977 
Titus Historic District, Titus Elmore 1800 1978 
Tuskeena Street District, Wetumpka Elmore  1977 
Tom Wall House, Wetumpka Elmore 1830 1980 
Wetumpka Lock, Coosa River, Wetumpka Elmore 1896 1977 
Christian Wingard Home Place, Wetumpka Elmore 1937 1995 
The Brick House, Shelby Shelby  1988 
Calera Presbyterian Church, Calera Shelby 1885 1997 
Carter Residence, Calera Shelby 1915 1977 
Chancellor House, Harpersville Shelby 1935 1978 
Cowart Drug Store, Calera Shelby 1885 1977 
John E. Densler House, Wilsonville Shelby 1879 2000 
Klein-Wallace Home, Harpersville Shelby 1841 1978 
Mt. Calvary Baptist Church, Chelsea Shelby 1905 1985 
Old Shelby Hotel, Shelby Shelby 1900 1977 
People’s Hotel, Calera (demolished) Shelby 1909 1976 
Rock House, Harpersville Shelby 1835 1992 
Scott-Bradford Home, Harpersville Shelby 1824-1830s 1978 
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Continuation of Sites in the Lower Coosa River  Basin 
L isted On The Alabama Register  of Landmarks and Her itage 

Site County 
Date 

Constructed 
Date 

Listed 
Woods-Cleveland-Cooling House, Wilton Shelby 1845 1978 
Butler-Harris-Rainwater House, Childersburg Talladega 1890s 1994 
DeSoto Caverns, Childersburg Talladega Prehistoric 1976 
Fairfax Station, Winterboro Talladega 1850 1995 
Fort Williams Cemetery, Coosa River, Fayetteville Talladega 1813 1976 
Birdie Guy House, Sylacauga Talladega Late 1800s 1980 
Hightower Brothers Livery Stable, Sylacauga Talladega 1914-1946 1996 
Lanning-Livingston Home, Sylacauga Talladega 1901 1980 
Marble City Cemetery, Sylacauga Talladega 1898 1995 
Porch-Drake House, Sylacauga Talladega 1914-1915 1978 
Robinson (Baker) House, Childersburg Talladega 1885 1976 
Smith (Towassa) House, Sylacauga Talladega 1909 1998 
Sylacauga Cemetery, Sylacauga Talladega 1832-1900 1975 
Source:  Alabama Register of Landmarks and Heritage, August 2004, www.preserveala.org 

 
Figure 21: 

Sites In the Lower Coosa River  Basin 
L isted On The National Register  of Histor ic Places 

Site County Date Listed 
Gragg Field Historic District, Clanton Chilton 2004 
Verbena Chilton 1976 
Coosa County Jail, Rockford Coosa 1974 
Alabama State Penitentiary, Wetumpka Elmore 1973 
East Wetumpka Commercial District, Wetumpka Elmore 1992 
First Presbyterian Church of Wetumpka, Wetumpka Elmore 1976 
First United Methodist Church, Wetumpka Elmore 1973 
Fort Toulouse, Wetumpka Elmore 1966 
Hickory Ground, Wetumpka Elmore 1980 
Wetumpka L&N Depot, Wetumpka Elmore 1975 
Chancellor House, Harpersville Shelby 2001 
Columbiana City Hall, Columbiana Shelby 1974 
Benjamin H. Averiett House, Sylacauga Talladega 1986 
William Averiett House, Sylacauga Talladega 1986 
Charles Butler House, Childersburg Talladega 1996 
Goodwin—Hamilton House, Sylacauga Talladega 1986 
Hightower Brothers Livery Stable, Sylacauga Talladega 1997 
Kymulga Mill and Covered Bridge, Childersburg Talladega 1976 
Sylacauga Historic Commercial District, Sylacauga Talladega 2004 
William Watters House, Sylacauga Talladega 1987 
Welch-Averiett House, Sylacauga Talladega 1986 
Source:  National Park Service, National Register of Historic Places.  August 2004.  www.cr.nps.gov 

The Childersburg area is now recognized as the oldest settlement in the United States as it 
was visited by Hernando DeSoto in 1540, which was 25 year prior to the founding of St. 
Augustine, which is believed to be the oldest city in the U.S.  Known as Old Coosa, it was 
the political power base of the great Indian Chieftain Tuscaloosa, who also kept a military 
base at Maubila (near Mobile). DeSoto©s exploring army of 2,600 men, after exploring the 
area, took Tuscaloosa prisoner and forced him to go to Maubila for the big battle where 
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11,000 Coosa Indians were slain. This battle apparently 
destroyed the Tuscaloosa empire forever.10  Two 
features near Childersburg are DeSoto Caverns Park 
and the Kymulga Covered Bridge.  DeSoto Caverns 
Park is the location of the first recorded cave in the 
United States.  In 1796, Benjamin Hawkins, General 
Superintendent and US Agent for all tribes south of the 
Ohio River, visited the cave and described its natural 
beauty to then President George Washington.  DeSoto 
Caverns Park is now a privately-owned tourist 
attraction featuring speleothem formations that include 
soda straws, stalactites, stalagmites, flowstones, and 
draperies.  DeSoto Caverns Park is open to the public 
with an entrance fee to the cavern and theme park   
Once an Indian burial ground, the cave was a 
gunpowder mining center and was mined for saltpeter, 
a vital element in the process, during the Civil War.  
The cave has also been mined for onyx.  DeSoto 
Caverns was opened as a “show cave”  in 1965.12   Also 
near Childersburg is the Kymulga Grist Mill Park, 
which includes the Kymulga Covered Bridge, which 
was built in 1861.  The 105-foot bridge crosses 
Talladega Creek in the old Kymulga community.  
Kymulga Bridge was built just before the Civil War and 
a gristmill was constructed there during the war. Both 
the bridge and the mill have been restored in recent 
years and are open to the public. The park includes two 
miles of scenic nature trails.  The Kymulga Grist Mill 
and Bridge were listed on the National Register of 
Historic Place in 1976.13 

The Talladega Division of the Talladega National 
Forest is located in the northeast portion of the Lower 
Coosa River Basin near Sylacauga.  The Talladega 
National Forest stretches from Piedmont to Sylacauga, 
encompassing approximately 7,500 acres of camping, 
hiking, and backpacking resources, as well as 
innumerable opportunities for communing with 
nature’s splendor.  A portion of the Talladega National 
Forest covers the southernmost extension of the 
Appalachian Mountain Range.   

The Alabama Institute for Deaf and Blind, located in 
Sylacauga is the world©s most comprehensive education 
and rehabilitation system serving children and adults 
who are deaf, blind and multidisabled.  Children ages 3 

Figure 22:  Desoto Caverns Park 
and Kymulga Bridge (below) 

 
 

 
Source:  City of Childersburg and 
Chamber of Commerce, August 2004, 
http://childersburg.com 

Figure 23:  Alabama Institute for 
Deaf and Blind in Sylacauga 

 
Source: Alabama Institute for Deaf and 
Blind, August 2004, http://www.aidb.org 
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to 21 are served through Alabama School for the Deaf, the Alabama School for the Blind and 
the Helen Keller School of Alabama, accredited residential programs.  E.H. Gentry Technical 
Facility is an accredited two-year technical school for sensory impaired adults.  Alabama 
Institute for the Deaf and Blind was started by Dr. Joseph Henry Johnson and began with the 
enrollment of two students and grew to 22 by the end of the first year. Today, Alabama 
Institute for Deaf and Blind serves more than 11,600 people and their families each year.  
The first home for Alabama Institute for Deaf and Blind was the former East Alabama 
Masonic Female Institute. The spacious four story building featured sun-drenched 
classrooms and dormitory rooms on the first and second floor, teachers’  accommodations in 
the attic, and a stable in the basement. Now named Manning Hall, it is home to AIDB’s 
administrative offices, the Warren Museum, archives and a library.14  
 
The Heart of Dixie Railroad Museum, the official railroad museum of the state of Alabama, 
is located in Calera.  The museum features operating standard gauge and narrow gauge trains, 
two restored depots, an indoor collection of railroad artifacts and memorabilia, and an 
outdoor collection of railroad cars, locomotives, and cabooses, and old-fashioned train rides 
through scenic forests.  The Heart of Dixie Railroad Museum is dedicated to the preservation, 
restoration, and operation of historically significant railway equipment.15 
 
Weogufka State Forest is located in northwest Coosa County 
and includes Flagg Mountain, which at 1,152 feet above sea 
level, is one of the southernmost mountains above one 
thousand feet.  The area includes hiking trails and the Flagg 
Mountain Lookout Tower, which has been listed on the 
National Historic Lookout Register.  Built in 1935, the 50-
foot stone lookout tower is a unique structure with walls that 
are two- to three-feet thick.  The tower was staffed by the 
Alabama Forestry Commission until 1989 and has been 
leased to the Coosa County Cooperative for restoration.16 
 
The Water Course: An Alabama Center for Water and 
Environmental Education is a project of the Alabama Power 
Foundation featuring interactive exhibits that whet the 
imagination of visitors and encourage them to learn about 
Alabama waterways, environment, and impact of state©s 
geography on everyday lifestyles.17 
 
The Confederate Memorial Park, located in the Marbury community in Autauga County, is 
the site of Alabama©s only home for Confederate veterans, serving between 650 and 800 
residents between 1902 and 1939. The facility includes two cemeteries containing 313 
graves. The museum houses Civil War uniforms, weapons and equipment, plus many relics 
from soldiers© homes. The site also includes walking and driving tours, a nature trail and 
picnic areas.18   
 
Built in 1931, Bibb-Graves Bridge in Wetumpka is the last bridge spanning the Coosa River 
before it joins with the Tallapoosa River and forms the Alabama River just south of Fort 

Figure 24:  Flagg Mountain 
Lookout Tower 

 
Source:  National Historic Lookout 
Register, August 2004, 
www.firetower.org 
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Toulouse / Fort Jackson.  Listed on the Alabama 
Register of Landmarks and Heritage in 1977, the bridge 
was designed by state bridge engineer Edward Houk 
and named after Alabama’s first Governor Bibb Graves.  
A focal point for the City of Wetumpka, Bibb Graves 
Bridge is reported to be one of only two bridges south 
of the Mason-Dixon line to be suspended by reinforced 
concrete.18   
 
At the southern extent of the Lower Coosa River Basin 
are the foothills of the Appalachian Mountains ending in 
Bald Knob Mountain in Wetumpka.  The area is also 
home to the Wetumpka Astrobleme or “star-wound.”   
The Wetumpka Astrobleme is an impact crater formed 
by a cosmic event that occurred some 80 to 83 millions 
years ago.  It is one of the few above-ground impact 
crater locations in the United States and one of only 
about six in the entire World.  Even more unusual is the 
fact that the structure is actually exposed. Despite the 
weathering that has occurred through millions of years, 
the crater walls are still prominent, so the rim was 
obviously much higher at one time.  The projectile of 
the meteor impact was probably traveling between 10 
and 20 miles per second.  So this means the impact 
would have produced winds in excess of 500 miles per 
hour, and the meteor most likely struck at a 30-45 
degree angle as it came from the northeast.  Geologists 
determined that it came from the northeast by the angle 
at which the rocks are slanted within the impact area 
which includes the current flow path of the Coosa River.  
This can be seen looking from both directions on the 
Bibb Graves Bridge.   Geologists also theorize that the 
strike area would have been under a shallow sea, 
perhaps 300 to 400 feet of water, which covered most of 
southern Alabama at the time of the impact.  One distinctively unique feature is the impact 
crater’s horseshoe-shaped ridge of rock which is not submerged in water or covered or 
eroded beyond visibility.19 

 

Located at the confluence of the Coosa and Tallapoosa Rivers is Fort Toulouse / Fort Jackson 
State Historic Site, which has been a part of over 6,000 years of history.  The park is open 
year round to the public and includes an A.D. 11 Mississippian Indian mound, a recreation of 
the 1751 French Fort Toulouse, and the partially restored 1814 American Fort Jackson.  It 
was here that the Treaty of Fort Jackson was signed, marking the formal end of the bitter 
Creek war phase of the War of 1812. Fort Toulouse / Fort Jackson are also home to many 
natural wonders.  William Bartram, a famed 18th-century botanist and friend of Benjamin 
Franklin, visited the site in 1776 creating notes and drawings of the area©s flora and fauna.  

Figure 25:  Bibb-Graves Bridge 
in Wetumpka 

 
Source:  Wetumpka Chamber of 
Commerce, August 2004, 
www.wetumpkachamber.com 
 
Figure 26:  Bald Knob Mountain 
in Wetumpka 

 
Source:  Wetumpka Chamber of 
Commerce, August 2004, 
www.wetumpkachamber.com 
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The Graves House, a Carolina Tidewater Cottage built between 1825 and 1830 in Lowndes 
County, Alabama, was moved to the site and serves as the visitor center and museum.  Books 
and souvenirs may be purchased and site artifacts may be viewed at the visitor center.  The 
park also features a 39-unit RV campground, a boat launch, a picnic pavilion and open picnic 
areas and Bartram Nature Trail.20  
 
 
Source Documents: 
 
1. Water Quality Management Plan:  Coosa River Basin. Alabama Water Improvement 

Commission. July 1976. 
 
2. U.S. Geological Survey. August 2004.  http://water.usgs.gov/GIS/huc_name.txt 
 
3. Montana State University Environmental Statistics Group. September 4, 1999, Last 

updated January 23, 2003. Accessed August 2004.  
http://www.esg.montana.edu/gl/huc/03150107.html. 

 
4. Recovery Plan for Mobile River Basin Aquatic Ecosystem.  U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service, Southeast Region, Atlanta, Georgia.  November 17, 2004. 
 
5. USGS Water Resources Region Descriptions.  U.S. Geological Survey. August 2004. 

http://water.usgs.gov/watuse/wuwrregions.html  
 
6. Gregory C. Johnson, Robert E. Kidd, Celeste A. Journey, Humbert Zappia, and J. Brian 

Atkins.  Environmental Setting and Water-Quality Issues of the Mobile River Basin, 
Alabama, Georgia, Mississippi, and Tennessee.  U.S. Geological Survey.  Water-
Resources Investigations Report 02-4162.    Montgomery, Alabama.  2002. 

 
7. Climate Diagnostics Center, NOAA.  August, 2004.   
 www.cdc.noaa.gov/cgi-bin/USclimate/ 
 
8. U.S. Geological Survey, Alabama Office of Water Resources. Definitions of Drought.  

http://md.water.usgs.gov/drought/define.html 
 
9. National Climatic Data Center, CLIMVIS - Climate Visualization System. 
 http://climvis.ncdc.noaa.gov/onlineprod/drought/main.html 
 
10. Water Allocation for the Alabama-Coosa-Tallapoosa (ACT) River Basin.  Main Report.  

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Mobile District.  September 1998. 
 
12. Alabama Power Company.  August 2004. www.southerncompany.com 
 
13. DeSoto Caverns Park.  August 2004.  www.desotocavernspark.com 
 



Lower Coosa River Basin Management Plan   Part I:  Basin Characteristics 
      

14. The City of Childersburg and The Chamber of Commerce.  August 2004.  
http://childersburg.com/attractions 

 
15. The Alabama Institute for Deaf and Blind.  August 2004.  http://www.aidb.org 
 
16. Heart of Dixie Museum.  August 2004.  www.heartofdixiemuseum.org 
 
17. National Historic Lookout Register.  August 2004.  www.firetower.org 
 
18. Alabama Bureau of Tourism and Travel.  August, 2004.  

http://www.800alabama.com/alabama-attractions 
 
19. The Wetumpka Chamber of Commerce.  August 2004.  www.wetumpkachamber.com 
 
20. Alabama Historic Commission.  August 2004.  www.preserveala.org 


