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The Alabama Rain Barrel Project uses a barrel design that is simple, quick to put 

together, requires minimum equipment, is inexpensive and works with or 

without gutters and downspouts. Many other designs are acceptable and, in 

some cases, better for the s ituation presented. However, we have decided to 

standardize on this design.  
 

Things to consider:  

¶ Will you place the barrel under an eave, downspout or roof valley?  

¶ How will you use the water? Via hose, soaker or watering can?  

¶ If you are using a hose, where  are you transferring the water to? A 

garden, shrubbery area or lawn area? Nearby or at a greater distance?  

¶ Remember that transferring water greater distances will require more 

pressure.  

¶ Areas downhill of the barrel are easier than areas level with the bar rel to 

water.  

¶ Will you place your barrel on concrete blocks to provide better pressure? 

The higher the barrel stands, the better the pressure is.  

¶ If you are placing the barrel on a deck, is the deck strong enough to hold 

a full barrel?  

¶ Where do you want th e overflow (after the barrel is filled) from the barrel  

to go?  
 

Additional items of interest :  

¶ Painting the barrel to reduce sunlight will reduce algae growth in the 

barrel.  While algae is  not harmful, it  can smell bad. Also, the plastic 

barrel will brea k down more quickly when exposed to sunlight.  Choose a 

paint that adheres to plastic and is good for outdoor use. Several spray 

paint manufacturers have paint made to paint plastic outdoor lawn 

furniture. This works well.  

¶ A full barrel weighs over 400lbs.  Consider this when you decide where 

you place your barrel.  

¶ The screen should exclude mosquitoes and debris. If mosquitoes gain 

access, drain the water and find their access. Mosquito dunks may also 
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be used. Mosquito dunks contain a highly specific biologi cal pesticide 

selected to kill only mosquitoes.  

¶ Water from your rain barrel is not for human consumption. Animal 

droppings & debris on your roof can contaminate rainwater.  

¶ Connecting water barrels will expand overall capacity. If the barrels are 

connected near the overflow level, they will fill one by one, and require a 

spigot per barrel. If the barrels are connected at the bottom they will fill 

at the same time, at the same level, and will only need one spigot for the 

series of barrels.  

¶ Once a year, or as  needed, clean the inside of your barrel. Hose it out and 

rinse with vinegar.  

 

 

 

 

Tools:  

¶ An electric d rill .   

¶ A 5ó hole saw . 

¶ A 1ó Forstner bit 

¶ A 1 - 3/8ó Spade bit 
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Parts List : 

¶ ¾ó male hose bibb & Teflon plumbers tape  

¶ 1- 1/2ó Sump Pump Hose, 6õ- 8õ length or greater 

¶ Fiberglass screen - 3õx3õ 

¶ 4õ Bungee cord 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Construction: 

The barrel has three components: the inlet, the outlet, the overflow. These 

components are pretty much self explanatory. The inlet is the area of the barrel 

where rainwater will enter the barrel. The outlet is the spigot or hose bibb 

where you will fill a watering can or attach a hose. The overflow is the area 

where, after the barrel is full, excess water will exit the barrel.  
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Inlet:  

Our standard design is a mo dified open top. This barrel can be used with or 

without downspouts. It consists of three 5ó holes in the top of the barrel and a 

screen that covers the entire top of the barrel.  

 

1.  Attach 5ó hole saw to electric drill. 

2.  Use drill to cut a 5ó hole in the middle of the barrel.  

3.  Cut remaining 2 holes at an equal distance between the first hole and the 

edge of the barrel. Make sure that you donõt get too close to the first hole 

so that enough plastic is left between the holes to maintain structural 

integrity. Donõt get too close to the edge because the plastic gets thicker 

at the edge of most barrels.  

 

 

 

 

 


